o - the Englishwoman whe
marvched about Afrien with her umbrells,
collecting specimens lor the Britich
i uing in the media that Afilean
it should be valued and respected — was
viucated st Lome, Others ir the hom: schoolers’
hall of fame are the medical doctor and poet Louis
feipoldl, General Smuts, Florence Nichtingale,
dokn Wesler, Generals George Patlon and Douslas
MacArthur, Theodore Rovsevell, Andrew Carnegle,
Thomas Ldizon. Docker Vashingten, George
Pernard Shaw and John Stoart Mill.

At present, thers arve youghly 1260 home sohool
ing families in South Africa About 600 of the e are
astociated with known support orzanisations, and it
i« estimated that at leasl as many fumilies are home
whocling underground. The present rate of growth
in South Africa seems o be subslantizlly greater
than the intarnational grovith rate of 200

Like {heir counterparts in other countries. many

{the first vave of home schoolers were primarils
wotivated by a lick of schools catering for the reli-
gioas vonvietions of the family. This is changing fast
in South Africa and el :
wave of kame “choclers s2em to be primarily inter-
woted in the high quality of educatinn available
irough this option, although relizion remains a
comsiderafion. The wmajority of home sehooling fam-
ilies seem to come from rural English speaki
cmmuznitios, A very small number (one or bwo 7
centy adopt Lome schooling 1o avoid racially inte-
rated seliools

Home schooling familics are diverse, ropresent
vt almost every population group and relizion —
dometic workers, pensioners. medical doctors and
senicr lecturess; those who are Christinns, Jews.
“orment. and Musiins; those with ehildren who are
iighly gifted or are mentally or physically disabled.

In South Africa, renewed interest in homea
“heoling appesrs th ba a reaction to ehange s in our
soriely und in education in particular. This is partly
the ente, but there is more to it than this. Home
schooling i= al=n part of an international trend.

Alvin Toffler reported this in 1969 in Fefure

Tock and again in The Third Wave 15 years later,
John Naisbit, in Meoatrends, agreed with Toffler
that home schooling is part of a post modern ten-
deney lowards self reliance and diversification. In
the United States, home-schoosled children
increased from about 10000 in 1980 to more than
one million in 1995. The numbers in Canada, Aue-
tralia, New Zealand and the United Kingdem are
smaller, but grow at about 30% a year.
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In 1580, oniy avout fvur Anerican states allowed
home scheoling, Today, this right is protected in all
50 states, and the battl: continues {> drive hack tate
interference in education. The very exislence of free
home schooling has directlr and indireetly lod to
sreater independence of private schools and groater
parental invelvement in state schools as well,

In the process, a demand arose for authoritative
research to support the lecal claims of home
schoolers and to inform legislatures. Hundred: of
studies have been published. The repeatedly con-
firmed resulls are consistent and unecnlested: aca-
demically, home-schaoled children perform at least
as well as and mostly betier than childron in insti-
tutionalised scheols — irrespective of the qualifica-
tions of the parents and irrespective of whether the
state conirols home schooling. All Ivy League uni-
verBities have accepled home-schooled students,
and many of the better celleges and universities, in
their recruitment, target home-schooled graduates
These appear to become hirhly self-directed. inde-
pendent and inquiring students, and early resnlts
suggest that an extraordinarily large percenlage
bacome employers rather than employees.

... educated at home

Repeated studies also confirm that home-
schooled children tend to be betier secialised thas
their counterparts in ordinary schoels. They tend to
inow and understand thewsclves better than their
peers, exhibit more functionnl sovial hehaviour, are
more likely to include sirangers in a group — and
their famiiy relalionships are significantly better.
Their extracurricular invelvement in sports and
social activities does not differ from that of their
pecrs,

Astonished researchers, attewipting to explain
the results, now refer to lonz established findings
that the number of significant interactions hotween
people is inversely proportional to the size of the
group they are in. Children in institutional schools
were found to engage in fe or no significant inter-
actions with people who differ from themselves in
age by more than one year, Children in schools live,
as a result, in an impoverished social environmont
limited to people at the same level of development
as themselves.

When South Africa went Lo the polls in 1994,
André and Bokkie Meintjies were in jail for educat-
ing their childran themselves. and their children

by Leendert van Qostrum

Liad heen placed in

paizn, mounlod bere and abrond Ly the
for Home Schooling, was under voy, In
fiese protests, the new governmant ye
Family, and the children are sl at home,
preparing for their standard cight e

Hovever though if veleased the Meiniiic
the new Sonth Afrieas Governmont seow
Joﬂ_m schooling almost ns much as its pre
Jid.

The Asociation for Home Sehooline wos o
in 11492 in response to the perseoution of the 1
tjies family and others. Since then, similor oooacia
tinns were founded in XvaZulu Natal and o the
Lastern and Western Cape.

Hone schoolers have oreanized theme Jvos fnter
naticnally. In response to numerous lefters from
foreizn snpporiers the nov government ¢ v ivte
papers in XNovember 1795 and January 1200
promiced to “investisale” Onthe home front, owe
sehoaolers have made numercus submissions to the
aducation authorities both nationally and in car
ous provinees. The resullz, hovever, have heon
unsatisfactory. Government represeniatives hoyoe
teld home schooiers to take their coso (6 the Consti
tutipnal Courl

The current South African Schools Rill,
Parliament in Avgust, establishes & regi
uncertainty for home sohnel rs. Althous
lirst time hom is resognised, soction 42

sehooling is
gives wide diseretion to a head of departmont ¢
refuse {o register a child or home sohod
requires the head of department to be o
home schealing is in the interosts of the o)
that the education received at he
minimum requirenents of the currie 1 at publie
seheols and i3 not inferior o the standard f ¢ duen-
tion in these schools. The bill alsn allov s the head
of department o lay dova anv ether conditinn he
var deem fit, In addition to thiz, paragraph Uiee of
2

clause 39 states baldly: “The hoad of depurlimers
may wilhdraw the registration.

If Parliament accepts the o provisions, the eoost
will have to be appreiched to protect the consiiftn-
tivnally and internationally recopnised right ©
freedom in education. Home :chooleis are cotab
lishing a mutual Irgal defescs fund to share the
cosl of furging the lav in the courts.

Lecadert van G is chairman of the Associction
for Home Schoeling, This crticle first appec:od o0 the
Seuth African histitute of Race Reletions’ macioive,
Froatiers of Preedom.





